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Seagrass survey protocol (sample)
Diver transects and photo-quadrats for Posidonia oceanica meadows

1. Survey design

- Lay three 25 m transects per site, parallel to the depth contour.

- Record depth at start and end of each transect with a dive computer.

- Mark the start with a GPS fix taken at the surface buoy.

2. Measurements every 5 m

- Shoot density in a 40 x 40 cm quadrat (shoots per square metre).

- Percentage cover estimated in a 1 x 1 m photo-quadrat.

- Presence of dead matte, epiphytes and invasive algae.

3. Data sheet

Use the CSV template attached to the same page: one row per quadrat.
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4. Quality control

- Two divers count the same quadrat on 10% of the stations.

- Photos are named site_transect_metre.jpg and archived with the data.

5. Reporting

Report mean shoot density and cover per site with standard deviation,

the survey date and the names of the observers.
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